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Clynton E. Ridgell 
Senator – 36th Guam Legislature 
Committee on Economic Development, Agriculture, Power and Energy Utilities, 
and the Arts 

238 Archbishop Flores St ∙ Suite 906 – DNA Building ∙ Hagåtña GU 96910 
Phone: (671) 475-4983 ∙ Fax: (671) 475-4768 

sen.cridgell@teleguam.net 

July 20, 2021 

The Honorable Therese M. Terlaje 

Speaker 

I Mina'trentai Sais na Liheslaturan Guåhan 
163 Chalan Santo Papa 

Hagåtña GU 96910 

Via:  The Honorable Amanda L. Shelton
Acting Chairperson, Committee on Rules

Re: Committee Report on the Appointment of Sandra S. Flores 

Håfa adai Speaker Terlaje: 

Transmitted herewith is the Committee Report on the appointment of Sandra S. Flores to serve 

as Director of the Council on the Arts & Humanities Agency (CAHA) which was referred to

the Committee on Economic Development, Agriculture, Power and Energy Utilities, and 

the Arts. 

Committee votes are as follows: 

6 TO DO CONFIRM

   0    TO NOT CONFIRM

   0    TO REPORT OUT ONLY 

   0    TO ABSTAIN 

   0    TO PLACE IN INACTIVE FILE 

Si Yu'os ma'åse', 

Clynton E. Ridgell 

COMMITTEE ON RULES
RECEIVED:
July 20, 2021
12:20 P.M.

Revisions Rec'd:
July 23, 2021 @ 9:18 A.M. 



Clynton E. Ridgell 
Senator – 35th Guam Legislature 
Committee on Economic Development, Agriculture, Power and Energy Utilities, 
and the Arts  

238 Archbishop Flores St ∙ Suite 906 – DNA Building ∙ Hagåtña GU 96910 
Phone: (671) 475-4983 ∙ Fax: (671) 475-4768 

sen.cridgell@teleguam.net 

COMMITTEE REPORT 

Nomination of 

Sandra S. Flores 

As Director of the 

Council on the Arts & Humanities 

Agency (CAHA)
to serve at the pleasure of the Governor 



Clynton E. Ridgell 
Senator – 36th Guam Legislature 
Committee on Economic Development, Agriculture, Power and Energy Utilities, 
and the Arts 

238 Archbishop Flores St ∙ Suite 906 – DNA Building ∙ Hagåtña GU 96910 
Phone: (671) 475-4983 ∙ Fax: (671) 475-4768 

sen.cridgell@teleguam.net 

July 20, 2021 

MEMORANDUM 

To: All Members 

Committee on Economic Development, Agriculture, Power and Energy Utilities, and 

the Arts 

From: Senator Clynton E. Ridgell 

Committee Chairperson 

Subject: Committee Report on the Appointment of Sandra S. Flores 

Transmitted herewith is the Committee Report on the appointment of Sandra S. Flores to serve as 

Director for the  Council on the Arts & Humanities Agency (CAHA).

This report includes the following: 

• Copy of COR Referral of the appointment

• Copy of the Appointment Letter to the Speaker

• Copy of the Appointment Packet & Supporting Documents

• Notice of Public Hearing & Other Correspondence

• Copy of the Public Hearing Agenda

• Public Hearing Sign-in Sheet

• Submitted Written Testimonies

• Committee Report Digest

• Committee Vote Sheet

Please take the appropriate action on the attached vote sheet; your attention to this matter is greatly 

appreciated. Should you have any questions or concerns, please contact my office. 

Si Yu'os ma'åse' 
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Erin M. Grajek <egrajek@guamlegislature.org>

FIRST NOTICE of Virtual Public Hearing
Erin M. Grajek <egrajek@guamlegislature.org> Fri, Jul 2, 2021 at 8:27 AM
Bcc: phnotice@guamlegislature.org, Guam MIS <mis@guamlegislature.org>

FOR
IMMEDIATE RELEASE

July 2, 2021

MEMORANDUM

To:  All Senators, Stakeholders, Media

From:  Senator Clynton E. Ridgell

Re:   FIRST NOTICE of Virtual Public
Hearing: Monday
– July 12, 2021

The Committee on
Economic Development, Agriculture, Power and Energy Utilities, and the Arts
will conduct a series
of Virtual Public Hearings on Monday – July 12, 2021,
via Zoom Video Conference.

The Committee will
hear and accept testimony on the following agenda items:

9:00 am

·  Re-appointment
 of Ms. Siska Hutapea to serve as Member of the Board of Directors of the Guam
Economic Development Authority
·  Appointment
 of Mr. Andrew C. Park to serve as Member of the Board of
 Directors of the Guam
Economic Development Authority
·  Appointment
of Ms. Sandra S. Flores to serve as Executive Director of
 the Council on the Arts &
Humanities Agency

 If you are
 interested in participating in the Virtual Public Hearing to provide testimony,
please contact the Office of
Senator Clynton E. Ridgell via electronic mail at egrajek@guamlegislature.org or (671) 475-4983 no later than July 7,
2021, for
further guidance.

--

The Public Hearing
will broadcast LIVE on local television (GTA Channel 21, Docomo Channel 112.4)
and stream
online via i Liheslaturan Guåhan’s live feed. Written testimonies
 may be sent via email at
egrajek@guamlegislature.org.

All government activities,
programs, and services are accessible for people with disabilities in
compliance with Title II
of the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA). Should
 you or interested parties require assistance or special
accommodations to fully
participate in this public hearing, please contact the Office of Senator
Clynton E. Ridgell at
(671) 475-4983 or via email at egrajek@guamlegislature.org.

-- 

Si Yu'os ma'åse',

Erin Marie Grajek - Office Manager

The Office of Senator Clynton E. Ridgell

238 Archbishop Flores St.
Suite 906

Hagåtña, GU 96910
671-475-4983

I Mina trentai Sais na Liheslaturan Guåhan
Committee on Economic Development, Agriculture, Power and Energy Utilities, and the Arts


2021-07-02 FIRST NOTICE of Public Hearing.pdf

184K



Clynton E. Ridgell 
Senator – 36th Guam Legislature 
Committee on Economic Development, Agriculture, Power and Energy Utilities, 
and the Arts 

 

 
238 Archbishop Flores St ∙ Suite 906 – DNA Building ∙ Hagåtña GU 96910 

Phone: (671) 475-4983 ∙ Fax: (671) 475-4768 
sen.cridgell@teleguam.net 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

July 2, 2021 

 

MEMORANDUM 

To:  All Senators, Stakeholders, Media  

From:  Senator Clynton E. Ridgell 

Re:  FIRST NOTICE of Virtual Public Hearing: Monday – July 12, 2021  
 

The Committee on Economic Development, Agriculture, Power and Energy Utilities, and the Arts 

will conduct a series of Virtual Public Hearings on Monday – July 12, 2021, via Zoom Video 

Conference.  

 

The Committee will hear and accept testimony on the following agenda items:  

 

9:00 am 

• Re-appointment of Ms. Siska Hutapea to serve as Member of the Board of Directors of the 

Guam Economic Development Authority 

• Appointment of Mr. Andrew C. Park to serve as Member of the Board of Directors of the 

Guam Economic Development Authority 

• Appointment of Ms. Sandra S. Flores to serve as Executive Director of the Council on the 

Arts & Humanities Agency 

 

If you are interested in participating in the Virtual Public Hearing to provide testimony, please 

contact the Office of Senator Clynton E. Ridgell via electronic mail at 

egrajek@guamlegislature.org or (671) 475-4983 no later than July 7, 2021, for further guidance.  

--  

The Public Hearing will broadcast LIVE on local television (GTA Channel 21, Docomo Channel 

112.4) and stream online via i Liheslaturan Guåhan’s live feed. Written testimonies may be sent 

via email at egrajek@guamlegislature.org.  

 

All government activities, programs, and services are accessible for people with disabilities in 

compliance with Title II of the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA). Should you or interested 

parties require assistance or special accommodations to fully participate in this public hearing, 

please contact the Office of Senator Clynton E. Ridgell at (671) 475-4983 or via email at 

egrajek@guamlegislature.org. 
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Erin M. Grajek <egrajek@guamlegislature.org>

AMENDED FIRST NOTICE of Virtual Public Hearing


Erin M. Grajek <egrajek@guamlegislature.org> Fri, Jul 2, 2021 at 9:37 AM
Bcc: phnotice@guamlegislature.org, Guam MIS <mis@guamlegislature.org>, Ed Pocaige
<sgtarms@guamlegislature.org>

FOR
IMMEDIATE RELEASE

July 2, 2021

MEMORANDUM

To:               All Senators, Stakeholders, Media

From:          Senator Clynton E. Ridgell

Re:               FIRST NOTICE of Virtual Public
Hearing: Monday
– July 12, 2021

The Committee on
Economic Development, Agriculture, Power and Energy Utilities, and the Arts
will conduct a series
of Virtual Public Hearings on Monday – July 12, 2021,
via Zoom Video Conference.

The Committee will
hear and accept testimony on the following agenda items:

9:00 am

·                
 Re appointment of Ms. Siska Hutapea to serve as Member of the Board of
Directors of the Guam
Economic Development Authority
·                
 Appointment
 of Mr. Andrew C. Park to serve as Member of the Board of
 Directors of the Guam
Economic Development Authority
·                
 Appointment
of Ms. Sandra S. Flores to serve as Executive Director of
 the Council on the Arts &
Humanities Agency

If you are
 interested in participating in the Virtual Public Hearing to provide testimony,
please contact the Office of
Senator Clynton E. Ridgell via electronic mail at egrajek@guamlegislature.org or (671) 475-4983 no later than July 7,
2021, for
further guidance.

--

The Public Hearing
will broadcast LIVE on local television (GTA Channel 21, Docomo Channel 112.4)
and stream
online via i Liheslaturan Guåhan’s live feed. Written testimonies
 may be sent via email at
egrajek@guamlegislature.org.

All government activities,
programs, and services are accessible for people with disabilities in
compliance with Title II
of the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA). Should
 you or interested parties require assistance or special
accommodations to fully
participate in this public hearing, please contact the Office of Senator
Clynton E. Ridgell at
(671) 475-4983 or via email at egrajek@guamlegislature.org.

-- 

Si Yu'os ma'åse',

Erin Marie Grajek - Office Manager

The Office of Senator Clynton E. Ridgell

238 Archbishop Flores St.
Suite 906

Hagåtña, GU 96910
671-475-4983

I Mina trentai Sais na Liheslaturan Guåhan
Committee on Economic Development, Agriculture, Power and Energy Utilities, and the Arts
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Clynton E. Ridgell 
Senator – 36th Guam Legislature 
Committee on Economic Development, Agriculture, Power and Energy Utilities, 
and the Arts 

 

 
238 Archbishop Flores St ∙ Suite 906 – DNA Building ∙ Hagåtña GU 96910 

Phone: (671) 475-4983 ∙ Fax: (671) 475-4768 
sen.cridgell@teleguam.net 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

July 2, 2021 

 

MEMORANDUM 

To:  All Senators, Stakeholders, Media  

From:  Senator Clynton E. Ridgell 

Re:  FIRST NOTICE of Virtual Public Hearing: Monday – July 12, 2021  
 

The Committee on Economic Development, Agriculture, Power and Energy Utilities, and the Arts 

will conduct a series of Virtual Public Hearings on Monday – July 12, 2021, via Zoom Video 

Conference.  

 

The Committee will hear and accept testimony on the following agenda items:  

 

9:00 am 

• Re appointment of Ms. Siska Hutapea to serve as Member of the Board of Directors of the 

Guam Economic Development Authority 

• Appointment of Mr. Andrew C. Park to serve as Member of the Board of Directors of the 

Guam Economic Development Authority 

• Appointment of Ms. Sandra S. Flores to serve as Executive Director of the Council on the 

Arts & Humanities Agency 

 

If you are interested in participating in the Virtual Public Hearing to provide testimony, please 

contact the Office of Senator Clynton E. Ridgell via electronic mail at 

egrajek@guamlegislature.org or (671) 475-4983 no later than July 7, 2021, for further guidance.  

--  

The Public Hearing will broadcast LIVE on local television (GTA Channel 21, Docomo Channel 

112.4) and stream online via i Liheslaturan Guåhan’s live feed. Written testimonies may be sent 

via email at egrajek@guamlegislature.org.  

 

All government activities, programs, and services are accessible for people with disabilities in 

compliance with Title II of the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA). Should you or interested 

parties require assistance or special accommodations to fully participate in this public hearing, 

please contact the Office of Senator Clynton E. Ridgell at (671) 475-4983 or via email at 

egrajek@guamlegislature.org. 
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Erin M. Grajek <egrajek@guamlegislature.org>

SECOND NOTICE of Virtual Public Hearing
Erin M. Grajek <egrajek@guamlegislature.org> Sat, Jul 10, 2021 at 9:00 AM
Bcc: phnotice@guamlegislature.org

FOR
IMMEDIATE RELEASE

July 10, 2021

MEMORANDUM

To:        All Senators, Stakeholders, Media

From:  Senator Clynton E. Ridgell

Re:         SECOND NOTICE of
Virtual Public Hearing: Monday – July 12, 2021

The Committee on
Economic Development, Agriculture, Power and Energy Utilities, and the Arts
will conduct a series
of Virtual Public Hearings on Monday – July 12, 2021,
via Zoom Video Conference.

The Committee will
hear and accept testimony on the following agenda items:

9:00 am

·  Appointment
 of Mr. Andrew C. Park to serve as Member of the Board of
 Directors of the Guam
Economic Development Authority
·  Appointment
of Ms. Sandra S. Flores to serve as Executive Director of
 the Council on the Arts &
Humanities Agency

If you are
 interested in participating in the Virtual Public Hearing to provide testimony,
please contact the Office of
Senator Clynton E. Ridgell via electronic mail at egrajek@guamlegislature.org or (671) 475-4983 for further guidance.

--

The Public Hearing
will broadcast LIVE on local television (GTA Channel 21, Docomo Channel 112.4)
and stream
online via i Liheslaturan Guåhan’s live feed. Written testimonies
 may be sent via email at
egrajek@guamlegislature.org.

All government activities,
programs, and services are accessible for people with disabilities in
compliance with Title II
of the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA). Should
 you or interested parties require assistance or special
accommodations to fully
participate in this public hearing, please contact the Office of Senator
Clynton E. Ridgell at
(671) 475-4983 or via email at egrajek@guamlegislature.org.

-- 

Si Yu'os ma'åse',

Erin Marie Grajek - Office Manager

The Office of Senator Clynton E. Ridgell

238 Archbishop Flores St.
Suite 906

Hagåtña, GU 96910
671-475-4983

I Mina trentai Sais na Liheslaturan Guåhan
Committee on Economic Development, Agriculture, Power and Energy Utilities, and the Arts


2021-07-10 SECOND NOTICE of Public Hearing.pdf

339K



Clynton E. Ridgell 
Senator – 36th Guam Legislature 
Committee on Economic Development, Agriculture, Power and Energy Utilities, 
and the Arts 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

July 10, 2021 

MEMORANDUM 

To:  All Senators, Stakeholders, Media 

From: Senator Clynton E. Ridgell 

Re:  SECOND NOTICE of Virtual Public Hearing: Monday – July 12, 2021 

The Committee on Economic Development, Agriculture, Power and Energy Utilities, and the Arts 

will conduct a series of Virtual Public Hearings on Monday – July 12, 2021, via Zoom Video 

Conference.  

The Committee will hear and accept testimony on the following agenda items: 

9:00 am 

• Appointment of Mr. Andrew C. Park to serve as Member of the Board of Directors of the 
Guam Economic Development Authority

• Appointment of Ms. Sandra S. Flores to serve as Director of the Guam Council on the 
Arts & Humanities Agency

If you are interested in participating in the Virtual Public Hearing to provide testimony, please 

contact the Office of Senator Clynton E. Ridgell via electronic mail at 

egrajek@guamlegislature.org or (671) 475-4983 for further guidance.

--  

The Public Hearing will broadcast LIVE on local television (GTA Channel 21, Docomo Channel 

112.4) and stream online via i Liheslaturan Guåhan’s live feed. Written testimonies may be sent 

via email at egrajek@guamlegislature.org.  

All government activities, programs, and services are accessible for people with disabilities 

in compliance with Title II of the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA). Should you or 

interested parties require assistance or special accommodations to fully participate in this 

public hearing, please contact the Office of Senator Clynton E. Ridgell at (671) 475-4983 

or via email at egrajek@guamlegislature.org. 

238 Archbishop Flores St ∙ Suite 906 – DNA Building ∙ Hagåtña GU 96910 
Phone: (671) 475-4983 ∙ Fax: (671) 475-4768 

clyntridgell@guamlegislature.org
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Erin M. Grajek <egrajek@guamlegislature.org>

A letter from Senator Clynton E. Ridgell

Erin M. Grajek <egrajek@guamlegislature.org> Fri, Jul 2, 2021 at 10:16 AM
To: 

Hafa adai!

Please see the attached letter from Senator Clynton E. Ridgell. Kindly confirm receipt of this email.


-- 

Si Yu'os ma'åse',

Erin Marie Grajek - Office Manager

The Office of Senator Clynton E. Ridgell

238 Archbishop Flores St.
Suite 906

Hagåtña, GU 96910
671-475-4983

I Mina trentai Sais na Liheslaturan Guåhan
Committee on Economic Development, Agriculture, Power and Energy Utilities, and the Arts


2021-07-02 Francis Guerrero (CAHA) - Notice of Confirmation Hearing.pdf

228K



Clynton E. Ridgell 
Senator – 36th Guam Legislature 
Committee on Economic Development, Agriculture, Power and Energy Utilities, 
and the Arts 

 

 
238 Archbishop Flores St ∙ Suite 906 – DNA Building ∙ Hagåtña GU 96910 

Phone: (671) 475-4983 ∙ Fax: (671) 475-4768 
sen.cridgell@teleguam.net 

July 2, 2021 

 

Transmitted via Electronic Mail 

 

 

Mr. Francis Guerrero 

Chairperson, Board of Directors 

Guam Council of Arts & Humanities Agency 

DNA Building, Suite 202 

238 Archbishop Flores Street 

Hagåtña, Guam 96910 

 

Re: Notice of Virtual Confirmation Hearing – July 12, 2021 

 

Håfa adai Mr. Guerrero: 

 

This is to notify you that the Committee on Economic Development, Agriculture, Power and 

Energy Utilities, and the Arts has scheduled a Virtual Confirmation Hearing for the appointment 

of Ms. Sandra Flores as Director of the Guam Council of Arts & Humanities Agency which will 

be conducted via Zoom Video Conference on Monday – July 12, 2021 at 9:00 am. 

 

If you wish to participate in the virtual confirmation hearing, please note that live participation 

requires advance notice and a test call with Committee staff prior to the hearing time and date. 

Please confirm participation by contacting Ms. Erin M. Grajek via email at 

egrajek@guamlegislature.org or by calling 475-4983 no later than July 7, 2021 for further 

guidance. 

 

Written testimony should be submitted to our office on or before July 8, 2021 and may be sent via 

email to egrajek@guamlegislature.org. 

 

Si Yuʹos maʹåseʹ, 

 

 

Clynton E. Ridgell 
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Erin M. Grajek <egrajek@guamlegislature.org>

A Letter from Senator Clynton E. Ridgell

Erin M. Grajek <egrajek@guamlegislature.org> Thu, Jul 1, 2021 at 3:26 PM
To: Sandra Flores <sandra.flores@caha.guam.gov>

Hafa adai!

Please see the attached notice from Senator Clynton E. Ridgell. Kindly confirm receipt of this email.

-- 

Si Yu'os ma'åse',

Erin Marie Grajek - Office Manager

The Office of Senator Clynton E. Ridgell

238 Archbishop Flores St.
Suite 906

Hagåtña, GU 96910
671-475-4983

I Mina trentai Sais na Liheslaturan Guåhan
Committee on Economic Development, Agriculture, Power and Energy Utilities, and the Arts


2021-07-01 Sandra Flores (CAHA) - Notice of Confirmation Hearing.pdf

234K



Clynton E. Ridgell 
Senator – 36th Guam Legislature 
Committee on Economic Development, Agriculture, Power and Energy Utilities, 
and the Arts 

 

 
238 Archbishop Flores St ∙ Suite 906 – DNA Building ∙ Hagåtña GU 96910 

Phone: (671) 475-4983 ∙ Fax: (671) 475-4768 
sen.cridgell@teleguam.net 

July 1, 2021 

 

Transmitted via Electronic Mail 

sandra.flores@caha.guam.gov 

 

Ms. Sandra Flores 

Guam Council of Arts & Humanities Agency 

DNA Building, Suite 202 

238 Archbishop Flores Street 

Hagåtña, Guam 96910 

 

Re: Notice of Virtual Confirmation Hearing – July 12, 2021 

 

Håfa adai Ms. Flores: 

 

Congratulations on your appointment as Director of the Guam Council of Arts & Humanities 

Agency. This letter is to notify you that the Committee on Economic Development, Agriculture, 

Power and Energy Utilities, and the Arts has scheduled a Virtual Confirmation Hearing for your 

appointment. The hearing will be conducted via Zoom Video Conference on Monday – July 12, 

2021 at 9:00 am. 

 

You are welcome to invite your family members and members of the community to submit written 

testimony or provide oral testimony in support of your confirmation. 

 

Please note that live participation in the virtual confirmation hearing requires advance 

notice and a test call with Committee staff prior to the hearing time and date. Those who are 

interested in providing oral testimony in your support must confirm participation by 

contacting Ms. Erin M. Grajek via email at egrajek@guamlegislature.org or by calling 475-

4983 no later than July 7, 2021 for further guidance. 

 

Written testimony should be submitted to our office on or before July 8, 2021 and may be sent via 

email to egrajek@guamlegislature.org. 

 

We look forward to your reply. 

 

Si Yuʹos maʹåseʹ, 

 

 

Clynton E. Ridgell 

 





4. Jacqueline Balbas, Program Coordinator
Guam Council on the Arts &
Humanities Agency

5. Mark Duenas, Program Coordinator
Guam Council on the Arts &
Humanities Agency

x
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Erin M. Grajek <egrajek@guamlegislature.org>

Letter of support for Sandra Flores
Patricia Krise > Mon, Jul 12, 2021 at 9:13 AM
To: "egrajek@guamlegislature.org" <egrajek@guamlegislature.org>
Cc: Sandra Flores <sandra.flores@caha.guam.gov>

Hafa Adai Senator Ridgell,


I strongly support the confirmation of the appointment of Sandra Flores for Director of  CAHA.  Her education and
experience in indigenous studies are especially appropriate for this role.  She will bring tremendous energy and
dedication to this important government of Guam agency.


Senseramente,


Patricia Krise



Clynton E. Ridgell 
Senator – 36th Guam Legislature 
Committee on Economic Development, Agriculture, Power and Energy Utilities, 
and the Arts 

COMMITTEE REPORT DIGEST 

I. OVERVIEW

The Committee on Economic Development, Agriculture, Power and Energy Utilities, and the Arts 

convened a virtual public hearing on Monday, July 12, 2021 at 9:00 am via Live Zoom Video 

Conference. Among the items on the agenda was the consideration of the appointment of Sandra 

S. Flores to serve as a Director of the Council on the Arts & Humanities Agency (CAHA) and 
whose appointment history is as follows:

• Appointed by Maga'håga Lourdes A. Leon Guerrero on June 7, 2021, to Serve at the

pleasure of the Governor;

• Appointment packet forwarded to I Liheslatura on June 15, 2021;

• Appointment packet forwarded to this committee for public consideration on June 16,

2021.

Public Notice Requirements 

Notices were disseminated via electronic mail to all senators and all main media broadcasting 

outlets on Friday, July 2, 2021 (5-Day Notice) and again on Saturday, July 10, 2021 (48-

Hour Notice).  

Senators Present 

Senator Clynton E. Ridgell, Chairperson 

Senator Christopher M. Duenas 

Senator Telo T. Taitague  

Senator Joanne M. Brown  

II. SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY & DISCUSSION

The public hearing was Called to Order at 9:00 am. 

Chairman Clynton E. Ridgell: Good morning. This virtual public hearing conducted by the 

Committee on Economic Development, Agriculture, Power and Energy Utilities, and the Arts 

is called to order at 9:00 am. Notice of the hearing was disseminated to all local media outlets 

on July 2, 2021, with the second notice provided on July 10, 2021. Notice of the hearing was 

also made known on the Guam Legislature’s website. 

238 Archbishop Flores St ∙ Suite 906 – DNA Building ∙ Hagåtña GU 96910 
Phone: (671) 475-4983 ∙ Fax: (671) 475-4768 

sen.cridgell@teleguam.net 



Committee Report Digest 

Virtual Confirmation Hearing – Appointment of Sandra S. Flores 

July 12, 2021 – 9:00 am 

Page 2 

This morning, the Committee will hear testimony on the appointments of Mr. Andrew Park 

to serve as a member of the Board of Directors to the Guam Economic Development Authority 

and Ms. Sandra Flores as Director of the Council on the Arts and Humanities Agency. 

Before we proceed with hearing testimonies, I would like to provide the panel of participants 

with some general rules of conduct for this virtual public hearing. 

All participants must abide by rules of conduct and Quality Assurance standards including:  

1. The chair will invite individuals who have signed up to testify.

2. Individuals testifying shall first be recognized by the chair before speaking and shall

state their name, title, and organization for record purposes.

3. Please ensure that you are unmuted and that you are speaking clearly in to your

microphone.

4. For group settings where more than one individual is present, please state your name

before providing comment.

5. From among the panel of senators, each member will be allowed to pose one question

to an individual testifying for one round and be provided another round if necessary.

6. Questions and testimony shall be confined to the substance or nature of the agenda.

7. Personal inference to the character or motive of any senator or any individual testifying

is not permitted.

8. Any violations of this rule of conduct will result in removal from the meeting room by

the host.

-- 

Alright, good morning. This virtual public hearing will now reconvene for the Committee to hear 

and accept testimony in the appointment of Miss Sandra Flores as the Director of the Council of 

the Arts and Humanities Agency. Before we proceed with the testimonies, let me go over again, 

with our participants this morning, some general rules of conduct for this public hearing.  

All participants must abide by the rules of conduct and quality insurance standards including the 

chair will invite individuals who have signed up to testify. Individuals testifying shall first be 

recognized by the Chair before speaking, and shall state their names, title, and organization for 

record purposes. Please ensure that you are unmuted, and that you are speaking clearly into your 

microphone. For group settings where more than one individual is present, please state your name 

before providing comment. From among the panel of senators, each member will be allowed to 

pose one question to an individual testifying for one round and be provided another round if 

necessary. Questions and testimony shall be confined to the substance or nature of the agenda. 

Personal inference to the character or motive of any senator or any individual testifying is not 

permitted. Any violations of this rule of conduct shall result in removal from the meeting room by 

the host.  

Alright, I’d like to welcome my colleagues for joining us for this second confirmation hearing this 

morning. Senator Chris Duenas, Senator Telo Taitague, thank you for joining us this morning. We 

will begin in order of those who have signed up to testify this morning. First on the list is Mr. 

Francis Guererro, Chairperson of the Guam Council of the Arts and Humanities Agency Board of 
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Directors. Mr. Guerrero, good morning, you may proceed. Please be sure to unmute your 

microphone. Thank you.  

Francis Guerrero, Chairperson - Guam Council on the Arts & Humanities Agency Board of 

Directors: Good morning, buenas and hafa adai Senator Ridgell and esteemed members of the 

committee. As you stated, I am Francis Guerrero and Chairman of the CAHA board. I rise in 

support of the appointment of Ms. Sandra Flores to serve as the Executive Director of the Council 

on the Arts & Humanities Agency. Ms. Flores has long been an advocate of Guam’s culture and 

arts and has proven herself to be very proficient in organization management, grant writing and 

federal grant management, public relations, entrepreneurship, creative writing, website design, and 

creative exhibits.  Among her many achievements, she served on the committee supporting the 

CHamoru diaspora for FestPac 2016, was the president of CHamoru Optimist Club in San Diego, 

and founded the Uno Hit CHamoru Cultural Education Program, providing cultural education to 

the youth in San Diego. As CAHA moves ever forward with management of the of Percent of the 

Arts, Guams Masters Program, federal grant programs under the National Endowment of the 

Arts, and Guam's delegations to the Festival of Pacific Arts, I believe Ms. Flores will be 

instrumental in directing the agency. Ms. Flores has genuine passion for culture and arts. and I 

have seen firsthand her ability to immerse herself into CAHA’s mission and vision, and 

coordination of the agency’s major functions and duties. I have no doubt that she will do well as 

Executive Director and a powerful asset to our organization. I wholeheartedly support her 

confirmation and hope that this committee and the 36th Guam Legislature will consider her fit. 

Thank you.  
Chairman Ridgell: Okay, thank you Mr. Guerrero for your testimony. I'd also like to recognize 

Senator Joanne Brown who has re-joined us again this morning. I do see someone else here, online. 

All I can see through our computer is the name “Mark”. Mark, are you here to provide testimony?  

Mark: No, I am just here in support of her confirmation. 

Chairman Ridgell: Okay, no problem. So, with that, if there’s anyone else logged on to provide 

testimony at this time, please let me know, raise your hand, turn on your camera, raise your hand, 

let me know that you are here. Alright, Monica Guzman, from Galaide Group, good morning.  

Monica Guzman, CEO – Galaide Group LLC: Good morning sir. 

Chairman Ridgell: Go ahead, you may begin. 

Ms. Guzman: Okay, good morning everyone, I’m Monica Guzman from the beautiful village of 

Mangilao, and I’m here to testify in support of the nomination of Sandra Flores as the Executive 

Director of the Guam Council of Arts and Humanities. Good morning senators, it's nice to see you 

all. I had worked with Sandra for many, many years in many different projects, and we worked 

very closely as we prepared for the hosting of FestPac in 2016. She was very instrumental in 

bringing together all of our talented diaspora to participate, and to come to Guam, and to be an 

integral part of Guam’s delegation.  

Sandy is very diligent in her work, and she has very high ethics, and she also has a great network 

of folks and relationships within the artists in the community. I would also like to say that as the 

daughter of our Beloved Judy Flores, Dr. Judy Flores, I think it will be safe to say that we are not 
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only getting Sandy, but we are also going to get the advice and counsel of her mom, Dr. Judy 

Flores. Another thing I’d like to say, and Senator Taitague maybe you’ll agree with this, Judy will 

definitely represent the South, the southern part of our island, and for that, I’m very, very happy, 

because she’s a Inarajan gal. She was right there by her mother when her mother put together Gef 

Pa’go, and all the different projects that she's done down south. I am just in full, one hundred 

percent support of Sandy Flores being the next Executive Director of the Guam Council of Arts 

and Humanities. And I know Sandra will, she's young, she has a lot of energy, and a lot of ideas. 

Thank you very much. 

Chairman Ridgell: Thank you Mrs. Guzman. I do see a few other people online. Are you here to 

testify Joey Manibusan? Just raise your hand if you are here to provide testimony. And also, Jackie 

Balbus, are you here to provide testimony or are you just….?   

Jacqueline (Jackie) G. Balbas, Program Coordinator IV - Guam Council on the Arts & 

Humanities Agency: Senator I’m not providing oral testimony, but I will be submitting a written 

document. 

Chairman Ridgell: Okay thank you. Anyone else here to provide testimony this morning? Please 

raise your hand. If not, we’ll go on now to allow my colleagues the opportunity to ask questions 

of the nominee -- Excuse me, forgive me I forgot. Now we will hear from the nominee herself. I 

apologize.  

Sandra S. Flores, Appointee, Acting Director - Guam Council on the Arts & Humanities 

Agency: Thank you Senator Ridgell for arranging the public hearing, and I appreciate the time 

and attention of the committee to consider the governor’s appointment of myself as the Director 

of the Council of the Arts and Humanities. Thank you for those who spoke for me, I appreciate it. 

I’m Sandy Flores, I am now the Acting Director of the Guam Council of the Arts and Humanities 

Agency, as of June 7th and I’m really excited to join the excellent CAHA staff and the agency's 

board of directors in what I see as a really exciting new era for CAHA. I am excited about the 

possibility in leading CAHA that now, as of 2019, is an independent agency. And we are currently 

poised to launch our new CAHA office and new gallery space, so that we can showcase art to our 

island's public once again. We are committed to upgrading the use of technology to improve access 

and efficiency of our programming. And we are also engaging in the agency's new, strategic plan, 

that sets the ground running for the first ever Guam Council for the Arts and Humanities Agency 

building that is worthy of the unique arts and artists of Guam. It's a really exciting time with new 

opportunities. Our agency has always leveraged a lot of federal funding through the National 

Endowment for the Arts, where recently the CARES Act and then presently the American Rescue 

Plan, and this really aids in our island's recovery from the devastating pandemic. And we truly 

believe in CAHA’s motto, which is “Weaving arts and humanities into our daily lives” because 

we believe that with art comes healing and reflection and vision for how our island's society will 

reimagine itself in the years to come. I am really grateful for the trust put in me so far, to lead this 

very special agency, and for those that have navigated us to this current time of great potential. If 

confirmed as CAHA director, I will bring to this position my years of non-profit development, 

community engagement, and entrepreneurial experience on both Guam and California. I recently 

earned a master’s degree of Peace and Justice from the University of San Diego. I am focused on 

art and identity, especially to do with Guam’s cultural revitalisation, and the role of the arts in 
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personal and community enrichment. I’ve known CAHA all my life, and I really believe that it’s 

a testament to our island's steadfast commitment to the development of our best selves, our inspired 

thinkers, and our most innovative doers. And through them, we are going to bring to life the 

thoughts and ideas that will illuminate our way forward. Thank you for your consideration. 

Dangkolo na si Yu’os ma’åse.  

Chairman Ridgell: Thank you Ms. Flores. Okay, now I’d like to allow my colleagues the 

opportunity to ask any questions or make any comments, beginning with Senator Duenas.  

Senator Christopher M. Duenas: Good morning Ms. Flores and congratulations on your current 

position as the acting director of CAHA. As was mentioned earlier by Ms. Guzman, Biba Inalåhan. 

You know, I certainly think this is a wonderful appointment and I’m glad Monica joined us because 

earlier in the term, she paid a visit to my office and gave me a very thorough overview of the vision 

as we start to rebuild tourism, of the vision of rebuilding at the village level. Theres no question 

with the, I’m sure, mentoring of your mom and perhaps even your great involvement in really one 

of the showcases of tourism that reaches the villages, you know, through Gef Pa’go and all of the 

rich history of Inalåhan. My only question is, have you had the chance to talk to Monica about that 

plan, and is that your vision as well, to duplicate many of those opportunities to truly integrate 

tourism at the community level in the villages? Si Yu’os ma’åse. 

Ms. Flores: Absolutely I believe in that idea. You know, as a child growing up in Inalåhan, we 

enjoyed so much, but those opportunities, when the arts would come to us, when activities would 

come to us, you know, in our quiet lives in the village, that was really enriching. So, I know from 

a personal level how much that will enrich the lives of our young people in the villages. And also, 

just give our artists an opportunity to really reach on a community level. Yeah, that's close to my 

heart. Thank you. 

Senator Duenas: Thank you Sandy, as I close I just want to say, you know that one of the main 

things consistently throughout the years, once again, as I said, as we rebuild tourism, on the exit 

reviews, is yearning for more culture. And that's why I think that you are definitely the right 

nominee for this position, to be confirmed, simply because you have the grassroots level, seeing 

that come to its fruition and I really hope and pray that we continue to rebuild that, as we have this 

time to retool that and once again, as Monica was discussing with me, you know its not only just 

I have art right here, from CAHA, alone, but its not only just, in my opinion, the arts, its the small 

businesses, because with the art comes the small businesses as well. You know the food, and the 

other things, and preparation, and other things within the village that Monica has presented, I think 

its going to be so integral, so I just encourage you to work with her and with others and I’m sure 

you’ll do this, but to really and also get on GVB’s plate, I know right now we got to do bubble 

tourism because of the covid situation, but now’s the time to plan, right, and to make sure that 

when our guests starts coming back in mass that they get outside of Tumon and enjoy the villages, 

so I know that you’re the right person for that and I’ll continue to look into your record and I 

look forward to voting for your confirmation. Si Yu’os ma’åse, Mr. Chairman. 

Chairman Ridgell: Thank you Senator Duenas. Senator Taitague. 

Ms.  Flores: Thank you, I appreciate your thoughts. 
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Senator Telo T. Taitague: Sorry about that, Biba Inalåhan. [frozen]… from San Diego and all 

the good things that you’re doing for the people who are there, you know, bringing Guam— 

bringing home to them in San Diego and the work that you were doing and you know, I always 

think that there’s always signs that are given in the universe and it was my nephew who lives in 

L.A. and he actually joined the dance troupe in San Diego and during the Liberation he actually 

joined it and learned to dance with the group, and he just called me yesterday, and then here you 

are, but unfortunately, I think since you left, there hasn’t been— well Covid is probably a big 

excuse why, but since you left, there hasn’t been so much of a push as when you were there. 

Because one thing I’ve— following along with you is that I’ve noticed is that you’re very 

informative. You ensure that the public is well-informed and engaged at the same time [frozen]… 

people engaged to inform them what’s going on because a lot of times, you know, they’re saying 

“oh we don’t have anything to do today” and stuff, but CAHA and with Francis Guerrero as an 

entertainer himself, you know, there are great possibilities to teach our next generation, to get 

people more engaged, and I can’t think of a better person than Sandy. Even though for the record 

and for transparency, I believe Sandy's father is my grandfather’s godson, Inalåhan is very small, 

and we are related in some way for transparency. But regardless of the fact that we’re related, her 

reputation speaks for herself and all the good that she has done in the community and even abroad. 

I mean, you have someone who continues to bring the culture to people— our CHamorus who are 

gone into the states, who live in the states and then come here. I just-- can imagine how much more 

you’re going to do for our island. But I also ask Sandy, that you continue to engage in the mainland, 

in California where you were and you’ve had connections there to continue to bring what’s 

happening on Guam to San Diego and the areas in California— not just California, maybe 

Washington, there’s so many in Washington State, and they’re very hungry to find out what’s 

going on and what’s the latest art exhibits that are going on, I mean remember the fish hook became 

very popular. They wanted to know where they can buy these things, and believe it or not, Mr. 

Chair, there are some of our locals who’ve transferred to California— are painting these 

beautiful— I don’t want to say pictures— art that they’ve— and actually some people here on 

Guam have commissioned them to bring it back on Guam or have bought it and brought it back to 

Guam. So, we have our CHamorus who have left for one reason or another. And they continue to 

push out these beautiful paintings. So, I think, you know, it's important to continue to showcase 

not only our CHamorus here, but our CHamorus abroad so you are the perfect person for this 

because you have experience in both perspectives. I could go on and on, which I’m probably doing 

that right now, so I will end it there. My doors always open for you Sandy, if you ever need any 

help, Francis knows that. Francis just picks up the phone calls and calls me. So please, can you 

just say a little bit about how you can engage the off island CHamorus and incorporate that with 

the ones here at home, and how we can keep that connected. Go ahead Sandy, if you could show 

how, we can keep…? 

Ms. Flores: Sure, I think you found the word in saying hungry in terms of how our CHamoru they 

feel about connecting with their culture. They really are very hungry and it’s wonderful to see and 

it kind of helps. Even though I’ve lived there a long time, I always felt like I was the Guam 

CHamoru, but it even helped me appreciate my culture more to see how important it was to people 

who couldn’t take it for granted. And I think that as much as we can give them in terms of identity 

and wholeness, that they can also add to us in many ways, they are an extension of the CHamoru 
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family around the world. So, it is really important to engage them wherever they are and you're 

right, it is beyond California, it’s D.C., it’s North Carolina, it’s Texas, it’s Washington State. We 

all know we have people. And it's not just them and us, it’s kind of this fluid community. Just to 

lay the groundwork for what we are talking about. As far as how we can, I think, I really appreciate 

that sentiment because I feel that. I feel like currently, CAHA is a little bit restricted in ways to 

provide resources and so forth to the diaspora and maybe it's a matter of growing our awareness 

and coming more up to date with where our people and where our art is developing. That's for all 

of us involved to figure out and come to a decision about. But in the meantime, there’s just so 

much voluntary, so much given freely of arts, and artists, and exchanges. I think there's a place for 

us to engage in the big festivals out there just a really effective way to connect. I think the 

university is a great way to connect that will engage both of us. But really opening it up to 

recognize, as you said, CHamoru artists that are creating art there, but they’re really creating 

CHamoru art. And so maybe we can start doing that more. 

Senator Taitague: Thank you so much! I know you have big shoes to fill with your mom's 

reputation but uh- I think you're coming into it on your own and your reputation already is building 

upon the great work that you've done so far so yeah, I am sure your mom is very proud. I know 

I’m very proud. You know, as a daughter of Inalåhan, to have one of, you know, my own sister 

dear- well I should say niece but again, you're doing a great job. Thank you, Mr. Chair, for the 

opportunity. Esta! 

Chairman Ridgell: Thank you Senator Taitague. Senator Brown. 

Senator Joanne M. Brown: Hafa Adai Mr. Chairman, hopefully now I have audio. I had to switch 

computers. 

Chairman Ridgell: You are good! 

Senator Brown: Probably missed a step during the last connection here but thank you! Um 

certainly thank you to Sandy Flores for coming back and I see that you're back home and wanting 

to invest your time in your community. I think we all recognize the positive contributions of the 

arts contribute to our community and certainly now, we see greater awareness. I mean when you 

drive around the island seeing all the paintings and murals on the buildings really... Even though 

you see them often as you drive by, it really gives you a very- very positive feeling. I wanted to 

ask you though and your new leadership of CAHA. What other funding options can be looked at, 

because I do recall... last- was it last year when the pandemic started, there was a-lot issue about 

the amount of money that the Guam Legislature appropriated to fund the delegation that was going 

to go to Hawaii and unfortunately that cancelled as a result of the pandemic. But it really put a-lot 

of division in the community. I was not in the legislature at the time but just listening to the public 

discussion and a certain degree of frustration, I mean when it comes time to actually funding the 

arts. You know we enjoy the arts but when it comes to funding it, it's almost a different story 

because there's a-lot of controversy about that in terms of what members of the public felt were 

the priorities here on island. And so, I wanted to know during your ten years at CAHA, what would 

you look at as other grant options to address funding because people felt that the size of the 

delegation was rather large even in comparison, for example, to the delegation that came to Guam 

during FestPac from Hawaii. So, I wanted to get your feedback on how do you see other options 
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that can be pursued financially to help fund the arts. I mean be it- you know... the painting, be it... 

You know- storytelling, dancing, singing. What other options can be looked at? Just because of 

that controversy that arose as the result of the size of the delegation to FestPac. 

Chairman Ridgell: Please unmute. 

Ms. Flores: Thank you. Uh Senator Brown thank you for bringing that up. I think part of it is an 

education challenge, to really educate about the value of the arts and how much it brings to our 

communities especially our young people. Um- and then in particular FestPac. I've watched 

FestPac you know…It’s, you know... It started in the late 70’s-Early 80’s. So, I've been watching 

that from the beginning and my mothers and uh- CAHA’s involvement in it from the beginning 

and I really point to it as uh- I give it credit for the revitalization of our culture in many ways. 

Because for the first time, we were able to see ourselves uh... not just an extension of America but 

as... you know- firmly part of the Pacific. And then the interest grew and how do we express that. 

So, I think... You know... As much as we enjoy the revitalization of the CHamoru culture, we have 

to look at that as a source and just the arts in general. So, yeah... The first part of my answer is it’s 

an education part and then you’re asking um... specifically about the funding um- my chair Francis 

and I have talked about this extensively and we would really like to- to think is part of it is starting 

early and giving everyone an opportunity to fundraise early whether it be through um- through the 

artist opportunities whether it be through private sponsorship opportunities. I think that uh- we can 

explore more of those. And I think we can be hopeful since Guam did take, make the investment, 

and did host FestPac, I think the appreciation of it on Guam is- is larger and when they start hearing 

about the artist that are going, there's going to be-- (freezes) --anticipation of the really great things 

that-- sought and really excitement for those artists and what they're going to experience in Hawaii 

so... I think you know I’m hoping... You know we’re working towards starting early so we have 

that timing, but I think citizens and for private sponsors I think we can expect a bit more than we 

did in the past Thanks to our hosting it in 2016. 

Senator Brown: Well, I appreciate certainly the planning ahead. I mean, right now with federal 

funding in response to the pandemic, there’s a lot of money floating around but we know there 

has- it has a shelf life and a timeline. And I just believe when we get back to the realities of our 

economy and certainly, we'd love to see the continued rebuilding of our tourism industry but that's 

probably going to take a little more time. And the arts, it's always the first on the cutting block 

unfortunately so I really like your ideas in exploring and planning ahead of time to offset that 

because you're right, I mean, you have a lot of artist that are very excited, that want to share their 

talent and their capabilities not just here on the island but, but show other representatives from 

other countries but I think having more private sponsorship would help offset that concern because 

that was just something that we heard very loud, it was very loud last year when this whole issue 

came up. I have to tell you I'm happy to hear that CAHA’s going to have a gallery opening again, 

I have to- one of my early experiences you know, I'm an observer of art. Every now and then, go 

to art class and do something that entertains me. I have to tell you my one of my first experiences 

at CAHA was actually when Tony Lamorena was there and I went to go visit him and downstairs, 

this is the, I guess was the old I believe was the old retirement building but it's been quite a few 

years, I believe it was the old retirement building before it became a retirement building. I 

remember looking at an art presentation that was there and a number of artist that had their work 
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on display and Carol Nuson was one of those artists and there was one particular artwork that I 

really liked that she had but it had one of those little dots on it and the Tony told me “if it has a dot 

on it, that means it's already been purchased” and then he goes “you can have that artist actually- 

you can commission that artist to do artwork for you and I had no idea, I thought “oh my goddess, 

I really-I could really take what I see in my head and have someone else recreate that for me” and 

he said “sure I’ll give you her number” and it led to quite a number of years of relations that I had 

with Carol. Her and her husband, Doug, moved to Hawaii. I spent most of my teaching salary on 

her artwork which I still have today, I mean it's still beautiful, it's still hanging in my house. But 

what an appreciation through that encounter just for me, as an individual coming in to CAHA, you 

know, for a meeting and then end up seeing a display that otherwise probably would not have made 

time to do. And so, I'm happy to hear that you're going to have a showroom to display the artwork 

out there because that, that  provides wonderful opportunity for even more members of our 

community to engage and see the work and also for artists, I mean economically buying resources 

and supplies and everything is expensive and having a means under which they can share their 

artwork and hopefully have others in the community purchase and enjoy it. You know, Carol’s 

work is almost gosh, almost 30-year-olds and I still have it in my home, and I still appreciate it 

everyday when I see it. So, thank you very much, I look forward to attending one of those events 

where you're displaying the work of our artist in the community. So welcome back, it's good to 

see you. I’m sure you're going to contribute so much of what you’ve gained and what you’ve 

learned. Bringing back to the community and I'm sure you're going to make your own mark as 

well, I mean we all appreciate your mom and the beautiful work she's done but uh- wonderful to 

see you continuing to contribute back to the community. With that Mr. Chairman, thank you so 

much for the opportunity to ask questions of the nominee.  

Chairman Ridgell: Thank you Senator Brown. 

Ms. Flores: Thank you so much! 

Chairman Ridgell: I see Chairman Guerrero, you were raising your hand, did you have something 

you want to add? 

Mr. Guerrero: Uh, yes if I may. Um- actually uh- Sandy was not... Was not here when we were 

working on the plans for the 2020 FestPac, which did get pushed to 2024, unfortunately for us. 

Senator Brown, yes you weren’t with the legislature at the time so probably not as aware of what 

was going on with the planning of FestPac at the time.  

In answer to the question on the size of the delegation, the host country usually is who determines 

how many people any specific participating country can have, participate based on their ability to 

accommodate and Hawaii did assign Guam the number of 100 people. And that’s where the size 

of the delegation came from. I will say though, that historically, Guam has never been shy in 

participation with FestPac. And- many of the previous FestPac contingents have also been large 

delegations. I do recall times when we’ve even or the committee has been able to work through 

chartering a plane, a full plane, to send the delegation as a cheaper airfare. So there have been a 

lot of efforts in terms of our participation representing Guam proudly and even trying to get a 

delegation that has as many participants of all the different disciplines Guam’s culture as a big 

showcase.  
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To Sandy's point, we've had a lot of conversations already on this because being that it'll be 2024, 

we have some time to work on it early. Yes, it was a big controversy and I think it was because 

there was a struggle to find funding. Historically, the legislature does appropriate a small portion 

to fund FestPac and then the delegation is directed to go and raise funds toto cover the difference. 

And that has been a successful model. Unfortunately, we know the coffers of the government are 

very challenged now, especially with the tourism being down.  

And so, for us, CAHA, it will be an all-out effort to try to get more of the public engaged in what 

FestPac is, especially now that they do- They've seen in person in 2016 which was a big deal for 

us, and got excited about it, so we hope we can move forward and really do some strong fundraising 

effort. I'm excited because my gosh, I don't know how many fundraisers Sandy has done with the 

projects she's working on in the states. I think she had raised $230,000 for the Chamorro House in 

Balboa Park. So, I think there's a lot of opportunity there and I hope that clarifies I think it's 

important that this committee especially has oversight for CAHA knows exactly where we’re 

going with some of the efforts that we're doing because there are a lot of other uses that we could 

do with Percent of the Arts. You know, we don't have a cultural center and Sandy mentioned that's 

one of her visions, it’s to see something like that. So, we hope to get more plan in the works in our 

strategic planning and Sandy will definitely reach out and so will I to all of you with any kind of 

support, Thank you. 

Chairman Ridgell: Okay. Thank you, Chairman Guererro, for that perspective. Okay now— 

Sandy, go ahead. 

Ms. Flores: I just wanted to bring it back to something Senator Chris Duenas brought up is that 

you know our tourists on the exit survey talk about how important culture is and so we cannot 

separate you know— what CAHA does and supports with the artists from our economy because it 

is— it does contribute to it. So it's just something, a seed I wanted to plant as your— you know, 

talking to people and may be challenged on supporting the arts, is to make that connection in how 

we’re fostering our— you know, and it’s not just— its a lot of our traditional arts, but it's also 

artistic expression in general that really shines a great light on our island for our visitor industry 

as well. So, my two cents.  

Chairman Ridgell: I agree. Thank you, Ms. Flores. First of all, I’d like to congratulate you on 

your nomination, and also say that I’ve had the pleasure of getting to know your mother as well 

I— of course everyone— not everyone, but most people know who she is, she’s been very active— 

actively involved in keeping the culture alive and the perpetuation of the culture and the language, 

and so at first I knew who your mom was for many years, and then I had the opportunity to meet 

with her and work with her in my capacity with Inetnon Gef På’go as president of the board of 

Inetnon Gef På’go. Your mom has been such a huge help to the establishment of that dance 

organization, the CHamoru dance organization, and she still maintains a strong and close 

connection to us and to Inetnon Gef På’go, and so— you know as the old saying goes, they usually 

say that the apple doesn’t fall far from the tree and I’m pretty sure it would apply here in this case 

as I have heard, and I did have the opportunity to meet with you briefly and I liked the things that 

you said, so I’m very happy about that. I will mention one of the things that Ms. Flores mentioned 

to me is— we were just sort of talking about it— it came up, Senator Brown was mentioning about 

some of the concerns the community had with funding of FestPac. It was actually being tapped 
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through the 1% For the Arts funding that was tapped for that, and speaking with Ms. Flores, she 

did mention to me that for example, unfortunately one of the things that we’ve had to do in recent 

budget— are we frozen? 

Welcome back I apologize for the technical difficulty there I’m having on my end, there’s 

something with my computer or my Wi-Fi that I still need to figure out, so sometimes I get kicked 

off; it’s something we’re still troubleshooting. So where did I leave off? Okay, I believe I got cut 

off somewhere along the lines of where I was talking about how I come to know Ms. Flores’ mom, 

Judy, and how I’ve had a great experience with her— and of course her reputation has been a 

great— she has a great reputation in the community and in my first meeting with Ms. Sandra Flores 

at— I thought it was a good meeting that we had. As far as the sort of the direction that you 

mentioned at— you were looking as far as the council on the arts and humanities. So, with that I’d 

like to actually offer you the opportunity to talk a little bit about, if you could— what is your vision 

for CAHA? I know you kind of spoke a little bit about— earlier this morning, a little bit about how 

important it is to connect the idea that the arts and the culture are actually really good for tourism, 

and Senator Duenas mentioned it earlier as well, and I agree a hundred percent to all these exit 

surveys that have been going on for a long time— quite a while now have shown that a lot of the 

tourists that come here want to see more of the CHamoru culture on Guam, want to see more of 

the local art, and it makes sense because most people when they travel anywhere that’s what they 

want to see. You go to another place because you want to see what do they have that’s different 

from where you’re from, you kind of want to see what do they have culturally, what kind of arts 

they have, and what kind of— what kind of culture they have, and that’s the reason why people 

travel— is to experience other cultures and other art. So, with that, Ms. Flores, if you could kind 

of share with us what you have in mind, what your vision is for CAHA and the arts and how it ties 

into the island of Guam. 

Ms. Flores: I’m sorry, I’m distracted because my battery’s running low and I have to locate my 

cord. But I’d like to speak first. I think we kind of have to close the circle in the connection between 

CAHA, and the arts, and our wellbeing as a people, and tourism, and the economy, and that whole 

circle. And one of the things that I love to do is— I think it was Senator Taitague brought up, is to 

communicate and to share with people and so I really— I want to see CAHA out there as this 

opportunity came up and I talked to people about CAHA, they’d say— it was always positive, but 

most people didn’t know where CAHA was and what CAHA had done recently, and when it was 

part of DCA, there was some— you know, not clarity about where CAHA fit into there, so I think 

we really need to rebrand and relaunch CAHA. Really grateful for the investment the government 

has made for the new space because as Senator Brown brought up, that’s where a lot of people are 

going to make that personal connection. I want to continue what I started with talking with Tony 

Lamorena on his show and just sharing about the arts and he brings that great perspective of really 

heyday for CAHA and then to talk about our plans and then, you know that piece about how— 

really CAHA’s efforts with FESTPAC, our government’s efforts with FESTAPC have really 

launched our Pacific arts here on Guam and our traditional arts that helps create that identity that 

tourists then so appreciate what is special about us, you know we were able to bring it to the 

forefront. So, you know I see first a really important piece is an informative campaign— 
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Chairman Ridgell: Alright, I think we’re having some technical difficulties and I believe we lost 

Ms. Flores and I’d like to allow her a chance to see if she can reconnect— there you are, yeah, a 

lot of technical difficulties. This is the problem with doing this thing virtually. I think actually this 

is going to be probably one of my last virtual public hearings. I think the next hearing I’m going 

to start holding them in-person as we start improving with Covid, it’s time to start going back to 

more in-person meetings. So, Ms. Flores, if you could unmute and go ahead and finish off with 

your thoughts. If not— seems as if still frozen on Ms. Flores’ end. Alright, we seem to have some 

difficulties with getting Ms. Flores back on, but I think she’s answered my question and everyone 

else’ question and I don’t have anything else to really ask, or to add at this time. So, I’d just like 

to say for the record that I do support you Ms. Flores in your nomination. Congratulations, I support 

you and I look forward to working with you and the other members of CAHA and the members of 

the board as well and working together to help promote that arts on Guam and I think we can 

definitely work together as far as preparing for the next FestPac, let me know any way I can be of 

assistance to help in the preparation for the next FestPac and to help insure that we’re fundraising 

and getting the funds necessary for the next FestPac. I definitely look forward to working with all 

of you. You have my support, Ms. Flores, congratulations. With that, the committee will continue 

to accept written statements on today’s hearing within 10 business days from today, which may be 

mailed to my office at 238 Archbishop Flores Street, Suite 906 at the DNA Building in Hagåtña. 

You may also send your statements to us at clyntridgell@guamlegislature.org, that’s Clynt Ridgell, 

spelled c-l-y-n-t-r-i-d-g-e-l-l-@-g-u-a-m-l-e-g-i-s-l-a-t-u-r-e.org. Or you can send by fax to 475-

4768. Thank you all for your participation, this virtual public hearing is now adjourned, it is 10:28 

A.M. Thank you everyone very much for your participation this morning. Thank you.

The public hearing was adjourned at 10:28 am. 

III. FINDINGS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

All discussion and testimonies presented to and received by the Committee affirm support for the 

appointment of Ms. Sandra S. Flores by Maga'håga Lourdes A. Leon Guerrero to serve as 

Director of the Council on the Arts & Humanities Agency. CAHA Employees, Mark Duenas and 
Jackie Balbas, attended to show support without providing testimony. Attendee Jackie Balbas 
indicated that she would submit written testimony but did not submit testimony before the 
deadline.

The Committee on Economic Development, Agriculture, Power and Energy Utilities, and 

the Arts hereby reports on the appointment of Sandra S. Flores to serve as Director of the 

Council on the Arts & Humanities Agency, with the recommendation TO DO CONFIRM.
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Office of Senator V. Anthony Ada
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I Mina’trentai Sais Na Liheslaturan Guåhan
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This e-mail message is intended only for the use of the individual or entity named above and may contain confidential and privileged
information. If you are not the intended recipient, any disclosure, copying, distribution or use of the information contained in this
transmission is strictly PROHIBITED. If you have received this transmission in error, please immediately notify us
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Gumai pribilehu yan konfedensia este siha na mensåhi. Solo espesiåtmente para hågu ma entensioña pat ma aturisa para unrisibi. Sen
prubidu kumu ti un ma aturisa para manribisa, na’setbe, pat mandespåtcha. Yanggen lachi rinisibu-mu nu este na mensåhi , put fabot
ago’ guatu gi I numa’huyong gi as senatorvanthonyada@gmail.com  yan despues destrosa todu siha I kopian mensåhi. Si Yu’os
ma’åse’.
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The Office of Senator Joe S. San Agustin
Committee on General Government Operations, Appropriations & Housing
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Electronic Privacy Notice:  This e-mail and any attachment(s), contains information that is, or may be, covered
by electronic communications privacy laws and legal privileges, and is also confidential and proprietary in nature. 
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